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Which Bird is it?
I was hiking in Pawtuckaway State Park NH on October 29, 2021. It was sunny out,
there was a cool breeze, it was about 50 degrees out and it was around 11:40 am. I was on my
way down the mountain when I saw a skinny tree that had a bird's nest balancing in between two
of the branches. This was interesting to me because this was the only bird's nest I had seen on my
hike. The bird's nest also made me very curious because I noticed there was a small gray and
white feather in the nest. I was wondering about what kind of bird the feather could have come
from. Some other wonderings that came to mind were, what other birds have feathers like this?
When I did some research I found out that the most common birds to be found in
Pawtuckaway would be the Least Flycatcher, the Eastern Wood-Pewee, the Red-eyed Vireo, the
American Redstart, and the Ovenbird. I did some more research on each of those birds and
narrowed it down to the Eastern Wood-Pewee and the Least Flycatcher because they both match
my observations of the nest. I learned that the Least Flycatcher has gray feathers, is small and
lives in wooded forests. ebird.org says that “this bird gives a kind of short, dry, ''whit `` call''.
Then the Eastern Wood-Pewee also has gray feathers, and this bird is also most common to be
found in tree filled forests like Pawtuckaway. This bird’s nest tends to be found 15-70 feet off the
ground. All of this information that I found on both birds lines up with my noticings of the nest
that I found. Both birds seem to be very similar to each other even in their behavior.
Since I learned that the nest could be from either the Eastern Wood-Pewee and the Least
Flycatcher and how similar these two birds are in their color, behavior, size and habitat, I
wondered, what are some differences between the two different birds? To find this out, I would
do some more research and read some more articles on each of the birds and find an article that
tells me the differences.
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